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Supporting Partners in Education

Foundation Mission The mission of the 916 Education Foundation is to enhance teaching and learning with economic support 
to students, staff, programs, and member districts of Northeast Metro 916 Intermediate School District.

29th Annual Gala
The 916 Education Foundation held its 
29th Annual Gala on Friday, February 
21 at Northeast Metro Event Center in 
Shoreview. Nearly 180 guests gathered 
to raise funds for the students and 
programs of Northeast Metro 916. The 
evening featured an hors d’oeuvres 
dinner buffet and cocktails, and 
silent and live auctions. The event 
raised $38,851, that includes the 
Fund-a-Need’s $11,425 to support the 
purchase of equipment for the new 
music program at Quora High School.

The Foundation would like to thank all 
of the individuals and businesses for 
their generous donations to the live 
and silent auction, and to the many 
individuals who participated in the 
pledge drive that evening.

Gold Sponsors ($1,000)
Altstatt Financial Strategies

Century College 
Kraus-Anderson Construction Co. 

Marsh & McLennan Agency 
Norm and Joan Purrington 

 
Silver Sponsors ($500) 

Adolfson & Peterson Construction 
American Legion Post 507 
Hallberg Engineering Inc. 

HealthPartners
LHB, Inc. 

 
Bronze Sponsors ($250) 

Kline-Johnson
LJG Design LLC

LSE Architects, Inc. 
MMKR & Co. P.A. 

Sandman Structural Engineers 
SFM Mutual Insurance Co.

Community Sponsors ($100) 
Dale and Deborah Birkeland 

C2 Electric, Inc. 
Grander Peace Counseling
Karges-Faulconbridge, Inc.

John and Darla Samuelson Foundation
Drs. Roger and Kay Worner 

Greetings!

For so many of us, this past year — and particularly the past five months — has been one of transition and changing 
the way we do things. And as we move forward, the global pandemic continues to shape our daily lives in new 
ways. As we continue to see the effect the pandemic has on our schools, now more than ever the 916 Education 
Foundation feels the need to meet our mission of supporting our students and staff with student scholarships, 
program learning grants, and student and staff recognition.

We are able to meet our Foundation’s mission each year through the generous support we receive from our 
membership, business associates, friends, and Northeast Metro 916 district staff, and their participation in our 
annual fundraising efforts. Even though the pandemic of recent months forced the cancellation of our Annual Golf 
Tournament this past June (after 32 straight years of success!), our Foundation still saw a record fall Membership 
Drive last September, followed by the success of our Annual Gala in February.

Looking back on the year, we were able to award funds of over $50,000 in grants to enhance learning programs 
and another $33,800 in student scholarships to qualifying seniors. In addition, the Gala “Fund-a-Need” provided 
over $11,000 that went towards funding music program needs in the classrooms at our new high school — Quora, 
located in Little Canada.

Each year we see the stories of our students succeeding in their educational programs and life skills pursuits, 
and the 916 Education Foundation is proud to be a part of supporting these students. In addition, we continue 
to acknowledge the exceptional work of our staff and recognize their dedicated service to the success of our 
District’s specialized learning programs.

It is a pleasure for us to share the information in the Annual Report. Looking ahead to the 2020-21 school year, 
we know that meeting our funding goals will be more critical than ever, and we hope you will continue to support 
our 916 Education Foundation and its mission. Please join us in our Membership Drive this month and help us get 
started!
 
        Gary D. Benson
        Vice President
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916 Education Foundation
General Scholarships

During 2019-20, the Foundation awarded 43 scholarships in amounts 
of $500, $750, or $1,000 to students who will be attending any post-
secondary institution. Recipients of the scholarships were:

SCHOLARSHIPS

Dean Bogie Automotive Technician Memorial 
Scholarship
The family of Dean Bogie, in partnership with the 916 Education 
Foundation, has established a $500 scholarship for students who are 
continuing their post-secondary education in the automotive technology 
field. The 2019-20 recipient was Jacob Andreachi from Stillwater.

916 Education Foundation Construction 
Occupations Scholarship  
The 916 Education Foundation established a $500 post-secondary 
scholarship for high school seniors from our member districts planning to 
continue their education in the construction occupations field. The 2019-
20 recipient was John Cashin from Tartan.

916 Education Foundation Area Learning  
Center Scholarships  
The 916 Education Foundation established six $300 scholarships for 
graduates from East View Academy, Metro Heights Academy, and 916 
Mahtomedi Academy for use toward their post-secondary education.
The 2019-20 recipients were Miguel A. Meza from 916 Mahtomedi 
Academy and Savannah Isaac from Metro Heights Academy.

Northeast Residence Schmidt Family Honorary 
Scholarship   
Northeast Residence, in  partnership with the 916 Education Foundation, 
has established a $500 post-secondary scholarship for students in our 
member district high schools planning to continue their education in the 
human services field or plan to work with individuals with developmental 
disabilities. The 2019-20 recipient was Seth Xiong (Entrepreneurship) from 
Roseville. 

Tim Larson Memorial Scholarship   
Dr. George TL Holt, in partnership with the 916 Education Foundation, has 
established the Tim Larson Memorial Scholarship, for $1,500 each, for 
two students graduating from programs operated by Northeast Metro 
916. The 2019-20 recipients were Abby Lebens (Medical Careers) and Macy 
Schaul (Animal Science) from North.  

Centennial: Victoria Donner (EMT), Samantha Kraby (Animal Science)
 
North: Soliana Ghidewon (Medical Careers), Sophie Jorgenson (Dental 
Careers), Tara Jorgenson (Medical Careers), Abby Lebens (Medical 
Careers), Macy Shaul (Animal Science), Kim Tran (Medical Careers), 
Miah Vang (Medical Careers), Elijah Xiong (Law Enforcement/Criminal 
Justice)
 
Tartan: Samantha Baker (Medical Careers), John Cashin (Construction 
Occupations), Seng Lor (Medical Careers), Jala McGee (Animal Science), 
Kaitlyn Niemann (Dental Careers), Paige Panagiotopoulos (EMT), Lauren 
Rekucki (Medical Careers), Jenny Xiong (Cosmetology)

Roseville: Tehatunhahelahawi Arnold (Mentor Connection), Jennifer 
Brand (Medical Careers), Nsoyuni Chelsy (Dental Careers), Chloee 
Figgins (Cosmetology), Brianna Graham (EMT), Toni Kringstad (Mentor 
Connection), Aastha Patel (Law Enforcement/Criminal Justice), Seth 
Xiong (Entrepreneurship)

White Bear Lake: Alexis Berg (EMT), Andrew Kolb (Construction 
Occupations)
 
Mahtomedi: Matthew Davis (Computer Hardware/Game Design)

East Ridge: Dipali Arora (Mentor Connection), Darwin Paiz (Automotive 
Tech), Megan Rasmussen (Medical Careers), Madalyn Slavin (Medical 
Careers)
 
Park: Joseph Metcalf (Computer Hardware/Game Design)
 
Woodbury: Marcus Cronin (Animal Science), Hailey Hurley (Medical 
Careers), Anna Mathews (Animal Science), Elizabeth Wolff (Medical 
Careers), Anthony Wong (Mentor Connection)
 
Stillwater: Jacob Andreachi (Auto Tech), Rachel Folden (Mentor 
Connection), Madison Horn (EMT), Connor Jacoby (Computer Hardware/
Game Design-Auto Tech)

Arthur N. Nelson Scholarship  
ACR Homes Inc.’s Arthur N. Nelson Scholarship Program supports post-
secondary study in psychology, physical therapy, occupational therapy, 
nursing, education, or a related field. The 2019-20 recipient of $1,000 
was Jennifer Brand from Roseville. 

2019-20 BOARD MEMBERS
FOUNDATION EXECUTIVE BOARD
President .................... 
Vice President ..............Gary Benson
Secretary ....................Rob Weber
Treasurer ....................Gregg Dahlgren
Past President ..............Tom Gallagher
Executive Assistant ........Linda Zahradka

EMERITUS BOARD MEMBERS
The 916 Education Foundation has recognized the 
following former directors as Emeritus for their 
outstanding contributions:

HONORARY BOARD MEMBER

Bruce Beck 
Gary Benson 
Cindy Boden
Jean Carraher 
Gregg Dahlgren
Amy Diedrich
Lisa Edstrom
Tom Gallagher 
Leah Gordon 
Connie Hayes (ex-officio) 
Erick Lehet

Troy Miller
Ron Orlando 
Becky Ploen 
Joan Purrington
Janette Schull
Jenni Stafki 
Sarah Stivland (ex-officio)
Craig Stroinski
Doug Surgenor
Theresa Wallace
Rob Weber

Linda Zahradka

Bruce Beck
Eldon DeWeerth
Robert DeYoung
Jim Dixon
Clem Duffy
Dick Getchell
Dan Gilroy
Elizabeth Gjengdahl 
Ron Glassman
Carol McFarlane
Julie Meinen

Toni (Johns) Monster
Jim Nelson
Jim Poole
Jim Quinlan
Gary Spooner
Jill Todd
Roland Wilsey
Roger Worner
Martha Yucel
Gordon Zinschlag

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEMBERS



 

FUNDING

Sources of Funding 
Gala — Our annual dinner and silent auction was held at North Metro Event Center in Shoreview and raised 
$38,851 in net proceeds. Of that amount, the Fund-A-Need raised $11,425 for equipment to be used in the 
new music program at Quora High School.
 
Golf Tournament — Due to COVID-19 the Education Foundation was unable to host the annual golf outing.

Gifts — Individuals, businesses, and organizations make one-time cash gifts or deferred bequests.

Memberships — Individuals, businesses, and organizations can join the 916 Education Foundation. The 
membership year runs from July 1 through June 30. The six categories of membership for 2020-21 are:

Legacy Members   $5,000 or more*
Platinum Members   $2,500 or more annually
Gold/Business Partner Members  $1,000 or more annually
Silver Members   $500 or more annually
Club Members   $250 or more annually
Bronze Members    $30 or more annually

* Either a one-time contribution or a future pledge to the Endowment Fund

Student Recognition
As a part of its Student of the Month Recognition 
Program, the 916 Education Foundation awards 
$20 Barnes & Noble gift cards in 12 different 
programs and recognizes students who have 
achieved personal goals, shown remarkable 
improvement, and are striving to reach their 
potential.

Business Partners Program
The 916 Education Foundation is pleased to 
recognize these Foundation Business Partners 
by becoming a member at the $1,000 Gold/
Business Partner level.

• Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
• Kraus-Anderson Construction Co.
• Marsh & McLennan Agency
• Premier Banks

Employee Recognition
•  Employee recognition by administrative  

leadership team (district-wide)
• Service award and retiree recognition gifts

916 Education Foundation Gives Back to Students and Staff 

These individuals, organizations, and businesses provided monetary or in-kind contributions to the Foundation:

•  916 Federation of Teachers
•  ACR Homes, Inc.
•  Amazon Smile Foundation 
•  Andrea Chorney
•  Richard Dittberner
•  Jennifer and Craig Foxhoven
•  George T. Holt

•  Knights of Columbus MN State Council 
•  Chris Knutson 
•  Corrine M. Nelson
•  Anonymous
•  Risbrudt-Eian Charitable Trust
•  SFM Mutual Insurance Co.
•  White Bear Lake Rotary Foundation 

Outstanding Benefactor 
LSE Architects was recognized for their 
commitment and generous donation 
of monetary resources which have 
contributed to the success of the 
Education Foundation. 

2019-20 BOARD BENEFACTORS

Scholarships Paid & Grant AwardsCumulative Giving (2001-Present)



During 2019-20, the 916 Education Foundation provided financial support 
to Northeast Metro 916’s programs with the following grants:

Assessment Center/Project Return
Restorative Practices/Essential Lrng Opportunities
Sensory/Self-Regulation Rm Development

Auditory/Oral
Como Park Zoo “Fur Feathers Scales Slime”

Bellaire Education Center
Garden Restoration Project
Pollinate MN Experiential Lrng Opportunity
Family Night
Hammocks
Helping Hands Emergency Fund
Bell Museum Field Trip
Scribblitt (Student Created Books/Graphic Novels)

Blind/Visually Impaired
Expanded Core Curriculum Event

Career & Technical Center
Student Organization Mbrship/Competition
Ambassador T-Shirts
Enhanced Communication Tool (70” TV)

Deaf/Hard of Hearing
Self-Advocacy/Social Event: Empowerment

District-Wide
1, 3, 5 Year Anniversary Program
Employee Recognition Event
Employee Recognition by Admin Ldrship

East View Academy Mahtomedi Academy
Headphones (6 dozen) 
Science Museum Field Trip (Body Worlds) 
The Heart of a Student (Yoga) 
Enhanced Communication Tool (70” TV) 

Karner Blue Education Center
Outdoor Clsrm Signs/Clsrm Sch Forest Maps
Outdoor Communication Boards
Language and Play
Family Resource Night
Adapted Music Education
Social Work Resource Drawers

Metro Heights Academy
Headphones (40) 

Pankalo Education Center
U of M Raptor Center Visit
Swimming Community Outing
Mad Science Show & Creation Booths
Toy/Game Cart
Math Cart (Board & Card Games)
Family Night & Art Show
Sea Quest Field Trip & STEM Bins
Adapted Music Education

Quora High School
RISE Store (PBIS)
Media Production Program
Bell Museum Field Trip
Peace Garden
Art Program
Music Program
Transition Experiential Education
Treadmills (2)
Culinary Kitchen Equipment
Emergency Closet
Woodworking Tools
Headphones (14) English Language Arts 
English Language Arts Digital Literacy
McKinney Vento Emergency Fund

Related Services
Switch Toys/Adapted Devices Library 

South Campus
Como Park Zoo Penguins Outreach Program
3D Printing Tactile Communication Symbols
Core Vocabulary Boards
Folkmanis Puppets

WELS-North
Helping Hands Emergency Fund

WELS-South
Art Residency
Como Park Zoo Visit
Student Spring Fling

Membership Drive   $63,275
Gala    $43,298
 Gala Fund-a-Need   $11,425
Golf Tournament    $1,740
Other Contributions   $19,441
Distribution-Endowment   $17,734
TOTAL     $156,913

REVENUE EXPENSES

Scholarships Paid    $16,200
Grants Paid    $53,319
Membership    $6,046
Gala     $10,400
Golf Tournament    $750
General Operating   $44,035
TOTAL     $130,750

EQUIPMENT AND PROGRAM NEEDS

916 EDUCATION FOUNDATION FINANCIAL PICTURE

2019-2020 Endowment Fund Total............ $413,134



Legacy
$5,000 or more*
E. Dale Birkeland
Connie & Chuck Hayes
Key Team-Edina Realty
Don E. Lifto
Kent Lungstrom
Charles W. Oswald
Norm & Joan Purrington
Bill Warner

Platinum
$2,500 or more annually
Marsh & McLennan Agency, 
   Tom Gallagher and Amy
   Diedrich
Northeast Metro 916

Gold
$1,000 or more annually
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. 
Kraus-Anderson Construction  
 Co., Gary Benson
Naomi Lepore
Premier Banks 
Sarah Stivland
Jamin Wood

Silver
$500 or more annually
Dan Naidicz
Ron Orlando
Laura Palmer
Becky Ploen
Joni Purrington
Jenni Stafki

Club
$250 or more annually
Rachel Adamek
Dawn Adams
Audrey Allorie
Jean Anderson
Anita Bajenio
Melissa Barg
Amelia Barrons
Tammy Bednar
Jenna Bednark
Carol Bengtson
Cindy Boden
Val Rae Boe
Dana Brandes
Kari Brecht
Jillian Campbell
Centennial ISD 12
Tenneil Champlin
Janet Charpentier
Karen Chase
Abigail Clay
Columbia Heights ISD 13 
Heather Cronin Ott
Susan Cusack
Raina Cuthbert
Gregg and Lynn Dahlgren
Tim Danz
Anne Deilke
Sally Reif DelGiudice
Anthony Denny
Cristen Dilks
Kristie Donahue

Casey Doyle
Jessica Eddy
Kimbrely Elsing
Kimberly Engler
Ingrid Erickson
Natalie Evans
Jay Fehrman
Forest Lake ISD 831 
Marilynn Forsberg
Janell Frakes
Melissa Frederick
Fridley ISD 14 
Toni Fruth
Jo George
Eddie Gibson
Teale Giedd
Rita Gordon
Kelli Gray
Claudia Gustafson Borman
Heidi Guthmiller
Nick Hadfield
Marijo Hain
Connie Hayes
Bridget Heilman
Melody Henricks
Sunnie Hering
Susan Heuston
Matthew Hinton
Rachel Hokanson
Kevin Horst
Lauren Hoyt
Lois Jacobson
Patrick Jacobson-Schulte
Candace James
Rachel Jarzombeck
Amy Johncox

Steve Johnson
Jean Jordan
Anne Kent
Jessica Koolick
Alyssa Kraning
William Kurdziel
Cynthia Landers
Annika Larson
Erick Lehet
Laura Leslie
Theresa Londo
Brenda Luna
Mahtomedi ISD 832 
Maia Maksymkiw
Megan Martin
Megan McAllister
Kelly Meir
Erin Metoxen
Natalie Mieloch
Collette Miller
Jodi Miller
Megan Miller
Michelle Miller
Troy & Kathy Miller
Jim Moeller
Andrea Mogren
Toni (Johns) Monster
Mounds View ISD 621 
Carley Neuhaus
Haldi Nielsen
Morgan Nodsle
Joshua Nolan
North St. Paul-Maplewood-
Oakdale ISD 622 

Laura Oksnevad
Patti Oleen-Paape
Matt Onken
Annie Ormiston
David Paehlke
Nikki Paquette
Ann Peterson
Ann M. Peterson
Sara Peterson
Rebecca Petty
Holly Popkin
Tony Quach
Ilissa Ramm
Sally Reis
Patricia Ridley
Colleen Robinson
Roseville ISD 623 
Marci Ruff
Tanya Ruiz
Marre Jo Sager
Kristin Salava
Darla Samuelson
Lisa Santi
Scott Satersmoen
Meghan Scallon
Kaylene Schoeberl
Zach Schrom
Janette Schull
Steve Scott
Elaine Seekon
Liz Shopbell
Samantha Shopbell
Stephanie Snow
South Washington County 
   ISD 833
Jacqueline Sparrow Johnson
Spring Lake Park ISD 16 
Blake Springman
Sydne Springman
St. Anthony-New Brighton 
   ISD 282 
Jennifer St. Germaine
David Stark
Lisa Staves
Sara Steinkamp
Jill Stewart-Kellar
Stillwater ISD 834 
Sandy Strand
Becky Stroder
Craig Stroinski
Pam Sullivan
Chris Summerfield
Jamie Super
Doug Surgenor
Dawn Swanson
Allie Taylor
Kate Tellander
Hannah Theis
Emily Thomas
Kathy Timm
Zachary Tollefson

Theresa Urmann
Alyssa Van Klei
Kendra Vessey
Carol Vick
Candy Vittorini
Jody Waldo
Rob Weber
Tessa Weinmeyer
White Bear Lake ISD 624 
Julie Wiersma
Marley Wood
Melanie Yang

Bronze
$30 or more annually
Rachel Anderson
Erin Azer
Jodi Bachmann
Amy Baldwin
Joel Beard
Michelle Beaulieu
Kelli Beneke
Taryn Bolea
Stacy Burke
Ashley Buzicky
Eric Cameron
Carole Charlson
Courtney Clausen
Diane Collier
Sue DeGardner
Joan Delaney
Gary Delaney
Mary Kay Delvo
Kevin Donovan
Lisa Edstrom
Kristi Fickes
Molly Frye
Curt & Elizabeth Gjengdahl
Catherine Glommen
Kristi Gorton
Patricia Gray
Rich Grinstead
Elizabeth Joslin
Elizabeth (Lisa) Kennedy
Paul Krengel

Sarah Kusterman
David Lang
Tony Maras
Chad Mittag
Cindie Moots
Tammy Mosel
Rebecca Muench
Becky Neve
Kendra Nielsen
Sarah Nordstrom
Jill Olson
Courteney Perdue
Brianne Peterson
Dana Piper
Sally Poesch
E. Stephen Pompilus
Danny Porter
Miichael Ptacek
Lynda Rask
Darnell Rinehart
Ross Safford
Ronald Schilla
Cheri Schouweiler
Sarah Shanley
Jamie Sheahan
Sandi Sierakowski
Melanie Sillanpa
Gary Spooner
Amanda Stambaugh
Amy Stone
Gail Theisen
Cynthia Thiele
Danya Troxel
Crystal Tucker
Sarah Urban
Nikki VanOeveren
Ronald Vogt
Megan Wagner
Anne Wegscheider
Laurie White
Tracy Wilk
Syreeta Wilkins
Laura Wolf
Chris Zschau

Many individuals, businesses, and organizations make undesignated gifts to the 916 Education Foundation.

2019-20 MEMBERSHIPS
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Northeast Metro 916 
Member Districts

In 2019-20, Northeast Metro 916 Intermediate School District served 14 member school districts. They were 
Centennial, Columbia Heights, Fridley, Forest Lake, Mahtomedi, Mounds View, North St. Paul-Maplewood-
Oakdale, Roseville, St. Francis, St. Anthony-New Brighton, South Washington County, Spring Lake Park, 
Stillwater and White Bear Lake. 

33RD ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

Special Intermediate 
School District 

No. 916 Foundation

SAVE THE DATE
Membership Drive: September 2020

Gala: February 19, 2021 
at North Metro Event Center

Golf Tournament: 
June 15, 2021 at Indian Hills Golf Club

FOUNDATION GRANTS MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN STUDENTS’ LIVES

Students explore musical talents
As a part of the 2020 annual gala, the Board of Directors 
chose to help fund the purchase of equipment for the new 
music program at Quora High School through its Fund-a-Need.
 
The Fund-a-Need was able to raise $11,425, with an 
additional program grant from the Board of Directors of 
$7,500, for a total of $18,925.

The music class is an opportunity for our scholars to explore 
their musical talents by learning to play an instrument, 
recording songs and recording their own music. The ultimate 
goal is to do formal recording with the equipment in a sound 
booth to elevate production of musical abilities to their 
fullest.

We will be ordering more electronic equipment such as music 
recording apps, mixing boards, Avid Surface and Apple ipads 
with garage band.

The 916 Education Foundation Golf Committee was in 
the planning stages of its 33rd annual golf tournament 
when the COVID-19 pandemic occurred. After thoughtful 
consideration by the Golf Committee and Board of 
Directors, the decision was made to cancel the 33rd 
annual golf tournament that was scheduled for June 16 
at Indian Hills Golf Club.
 
We hope that you will be able to support and join us 
at next year’s annual golf tournament scheduled for 
Tuesday, June 15, 2021 at Indian Hills Golf Club.
 
Thank you for your continued support of the 916 
Education Foundation!
 


